2io                 LECTURES AND ESSAYS

the influence of a priesthood. In the third
meaning will be included all that practically
guides the life of a layman, in so far as this
guidance is supplied to him by his religion.

Fourthly, and lastly, there is a meaning of
the word religion which has been coming more
and more prominently forward of late years,
till it has even threatened to supersede all the
others. Religion has been defined as morality
touched with emotion. I will not here adopt
this definition, because I wish to deal with the
concrete in the first place, and only to pass on
to the abstract in so far as that previous study
appears to lead to it. I wish to consider the
facts of religion as we find them, and not ideal
possibilities. "Yes, but," every one will say,
"if you mean my own religion, it is already,
as a matter of fact, morality touched with
emotion. It is the highest morality touched
with the purest emotion, an emotion directed
towards the most worthy of objects." Un-
fortunately we do not mean your religion alone,
but all manner of heresies and heathenisms
along with it: the religions of the Thug, of the
Jesuit, of the South Sea cannibal, of Confucius,
of the poor Indian with his untutored mind* of
the Peculiar People, of the Mormons, and of
the old cat-worshipping Egyptian. It must be
clear that we shall restrict ourselves to a very
narrow circle of what are commonly called